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SUBJECT: U.S. STATEMENT FOR UNRWA PLEDGING CONFERENCE 

1 . THE U.S. STATEMENT FOR THE UNRWA PLEDGING CONFERENCE, 
WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 24, SHOULD BE ALONG THE FOLLOWING 
LINES: 

2. ' OVER THE YEARS UNRWA HAS PLAYED AN INDISPENSABLE ROLE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN PROVIDING BASIC HUMANITARIAN SERVICES 
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PART OF INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN STABILITY AND 
CALM IN THE AREA WHILE THE SEARCH FOR A SETTLEMENT OF 
THE UNDERLYING POLITICAL PROBLEMS PROCEEDS. BECAUSE OF 
THIS IT IS A MATTER OF PROFOUND CONCERN TO THE WORLD COM- 
MUNITY WHEN UNRWA EXPERIENCES FINANCIAL PROBLEMS ON THE 
SCALE IT FACED THIS YEAR. FOR 1976 THE UNITED STATES 
INITIALLY PLEDGED $26.7 MILLION TO UNRWA. AS THE 
DIMENSIONS OF UNRWA'S FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES UNFOLDED 
DURING THE YEAR WE INCREASED OUR PLEDGE BY ANOTHER $12 
MILLION FOR A TOTAL OF $38.7 MILLION. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT AS A RESULT OF THIS AND SIMILAR EXTRA EFFORTS BY 

OTHER GOVERNMENTS, UNRWA IS NEAR TO CLOSING ITS RESOURCES 
GAP FOR 1976. WE SINCERELY HOPE STILL MORE GOVERNMENTS 
WILL JOIN THE EXTRA EFFORT NEEDED TO INSURE THE 1976 
DEFICIT IS COVERED IN FULL. 

3. "LOOKING TO 1977 WE SHARE THE COMMISSIONER GENERAL'S 
CONCERN ABOUT THE UNCERTAINTIES UNRWA FACES WITH REGARD 
TO RESOURCES. MY GOVERNMENT WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT 
AGAIN TO MEET ITS REASONABLE SHARE OF THE BURDEN. AT 

THIS TIME I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE A CONTRIBUTION FOR 
1977 FOR THE UNITED STATES OF $26.7 MILLION. IN 
ADDITION, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE IS PREPARING A REQUEST 
FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDS WHICH WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN 1977 
SUBJECT TO PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL AND CONGRESSIONAL 
APPROPRIATION ACTION. WE HOPE AND TRUST OTHER GOVERN- 
MENTS IN A FINANCIAL POSITION TO DO SO WILL ALSO 
MAKE EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS FOR 1977 SO THAT UNRWA'S 
IMPORTANT WORK CAN CONTINUE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION. 

4. "IN CONCLUSION, MR. CHAIRMAN, I WOULD LIKE TO PAY 
TRIBUTE TO UNRWA COMMISSIONER GENERAL SIR JOHN RENNIE 
AND HIS ABLE STAFF. DURING THE PAST YEAR, DESPITE 

VERY SERIOUS OBSTACLES TO THE PERFORMANCE OF WHAT IS 
AT BEST A VERY DIFFICULT JOB, THEY CONTINUED TO DELIVER 
UNRWA SERVICES WITH GREAT DEDICATION AND OUTSTANDING 
EFFICIENCY." ROBINSON 
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